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member opposite had said there was very '

little to discuss in the Speech. Well, he
(the Attorney General) was not inclined

[COUNCIL.}

to disagree with that bon. member, and
perhaps the absence of material for dis- |

cussion was not altogether » misfortune.

An Hox., Mpuser: There was a lot
you forgot to put in the Speech.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: At
any rate, it was hoped the debate on the
Address-in-Reply would be concluded on
the Wednesday evening, in order to clear
the ground for the federal discussion on
Thursday.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he had
much pleasure in acceding to the wish of
the Attorney General; and, with the leave
of the House, would move the adjourn-
ment of the debate until the following day.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) pointed out that the hon. member
was quite right in merely moving that the
debate be adjourned, as the motion to
follow that would be that the House at
its rising should adjowrn until the fol-
lowing day.

Motion—that the debate be adjourned
—put and passed.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL then
moved—- That the House af its rising do
adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past four
o'clock.”

Put and passed.

PAPERS, &c., PRESENTED.

By the SrEager : Public Accounts for
the financial year ended 30th June, 1896,
accompanied by the Auditor General’s
sixth annual report.

By the Arrorney GENERAL: ]. Report

by Joint Library Committee of arrange-

ments

made for placing the Parlia- |

mentary Reporting Staff on a permanent
andefficient basts. 2. Annual Reportof Col- |

lector of Customs, Registrar of Shipping,
&e. 2. Copy of Commonwealth Bill, as
prepared by the Federal Convention at
Adelaide. (Bill ordererd to be printed.)

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
Introduced {upon leave given) by the

ATTORNEY (PENERAL. and read a first '

time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 455 o’clock
until next day.

1

Commonaoealth Bill.

Fegislative
Wednesdey, 18th August, 1897

@ ouncil,

Question = Intercelonial Freetrnde—Question : Re-
placement of Railwoy Stock—Cooumonwenlth Bill:
explanation of procedure—Address-in-Reply : vecond
dny's debsate and conclusion—Adjenrmnent,

The ACTING-PRESIDENT (Hon. J.
W. Hackett) took the Chair at 4-30 o’clock
pn.

PravERS.
QUESTION—INTERCOLONTAL FREB-
TRADE.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
If the Government were in favour of
intercolonial freetrade.

Tar MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) rveplied: Not under
present circumstances.

QUESTION—REPLACEMENT OF RATL-
WAY ROLLING 8TOCK.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
What principle was adopted in regard to
replacing worn ont railway stock, and if
it was replaced from revenue or loan
moneys.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied: That the
system adopted up to the present was
that the cost of repairing or rebuilding
rolling stock had been defrayed from
revenue, and not from loan meneys.

COMMONWEALTH BILL.
EXPLANATION OF PROCEDURE,

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), having laid on the
table a copy of the Commonwealth Bill
a8 drafted by the Adelaide Convention,
and given notice of a motion in connec-
tion with the same, said: I would point
out. to hon. members that, when this
motion is brought forward to-morrow

_ evening, they will bave an opportunity

then of addressing themselves to the
subject of the Federation Bill. All the
speeches that are made then will be taken
as gecond-reading speeches, so that hon.
members can say what they think fit in
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connection with it. I make these remarks
so that hon. members may see it will be
unnecessary and almost superfluous to
make any remarks on federation in dis.
cussing the Address-in-Reply. Any re-
marks bevond the fact of whether we
should be represented or not will be
better brought on to-morrow, in discussing
the motion of which I have given notice.
I thought I would make these remarks so
that hon. members would be aware of the
course intended to be taken.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SECOND DAY'S DEBATE.

Hox. E. McLARTY: In rising to
resume the debate on the Address-in-
Reply to the Governor's Speech, I feel in
rather win unenviable position. The Speech
with which His Excellency opened Parlia.
ment contains so few subjects that there
is little to comment upon. We were told
that Parliament was called together prin-
cipally for the purpose of considering the
Bill to constitute the Commonwealth of
Australia; and the Mimster of Mines has
just thrown out a hint that it would be
imwise to discuss the matter at the pre-
sent time, to take np the time of the
House. as the Bill will be hefore the
House in a day or two; therefore I do
not propose to go into it at any length.
I am not convinced of the necessity for
federation. 1 sympathise with the ques-
tion, and I think it is well that the colony
should be represented at the Conference
in the early part: of next month. 1 recog-
nise that we have great and unbounded
sources of wealth just heing developed,
and I would prefer to see the working
of these matters left in the hands of
the people of Western Australia, whoe
well understand the requirements of the
country. I fail {o see that we have any-
thing to gain by this federation. It
appears to me we should have to give up
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Western Australia in relation to the other
colonies. We have a very good thing in
Western Australia and had belter keep
it to purselves a little longer. If we have
large profits we require them all to develop
our resources. 'Therefore I do not think
that this colony should agree to u scheme
of federation for some years to come. I
will not, say any more on that subject at
the present time, but pass on to a few
other copsiderations. The proposer and
seconder of the Address-in-Reply took a
very pessimistic view of things. They
spoke of the depression that existed on
the goldfields. (Hon. J. H. Tarvrow:
No, sir.) Well, in the colony generally.
Now, sir, I fail to see that any real de.
pression does exist. Possibly in the gold-
fields towns and other towns things have
heen somewlnt overdone, and there has
not heen that inflow of foreign capital
which hitherto there had been. If we
look at the gold returns, and that is a
sure basis to go upon, we find that the
output of gold i1s maintained and is
rapidly increasing, theretfore there is not
much on that score to fear. The returns
for the past month are very encowraging.
and are larger than any previons month
since the discovery of gold i Western
Australin.

Hox. J. H. Ta¥rLor: No, sir. The
returns for the two previons months were
the largest.

Hox. E. McLARTY : At any rate, the
output is now very satisfactory; it has
been satisfactory : and we have reason to

. believe it is increasing. I repeat we have

a portion of our revenue, and throw open .
our ports to be filled¢ with the produce of |

other countries, and in these ecircum-
stances 1 fail to see whaf benefit will
accrue to this country. As a
man if ] happen to hit upon a good thing
—1t does not. offen happen—I should be
reluctant to call in gentlemen to share
the profits unless I was sure T would
get an adequate return for the share.
That appears to me to be the position of

business

ne cause to fear any great depression
existing. T hope and believe the present,
depression is only temporary. Passing
on to other industries of the colony which
are not less important, I speak of the agri-
cultural ouflook. which was never brighter
in the history of Western Australia.
Agriculture was never more prosperous.
The demand for land during the last vear
was very greatindeed. Thousands of acres
have been taken up. [An Hor. MEMBER:
Hundreds of thousands.” And these
lands are not to he nzed ax a sheep walk.
The land has heen taken wnp in small
holdings, and in the next 12 months
there will he a greater increase in the
land put nnder cultivation than in the
last three or four years, although land
cultivation has heen progressing at a good
rate during the last few years. This
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colony will, 1 believe, not only meet its
requirements during the coming season,
but that it will have more than sufficient.
Not only will this he the case in bread-
stuffs, but in fodder. I speak with some
authority on this matter, and I say there
has been no depression in agriculture.
Fruit will, I believe, soon be within a .
reasonable price. Again, our timber in-
dustry is in a very flourishing condition.
Mills are being erected in many parts of
the ranges; and the mills already going
are so busy with such extensive orders .
that it is very difficult to obtain timber l
from them; and the mills will be kept
going for years. ~ We have another great |
industry which hag been little heard of |
yet, but which we shall hear a great deal I
of in the future; I refer to the coalfields
of the Collie, which will prove a valuable |
asset in the near future. These fields |
are being opened out, and there is every
prospect that they will prove all that
can be expected. I was glad that the
speech of His Excellency the Governor
stated that the finunces of the colony are
in a satisfactory coundition, that the
revenue far exceeded the estimate; theve-
fore, I see no reason to take a gloomy
aspect of the futwre.

Hor. J. H. TAYLOR: May I say two
words in explunation® The hon. mem.
her, who has just resumed his seat, has
accused me of making a pessimisfic
speech. In the first place, I made no
pessituistic remarks, and in the second
place there is no greater optimist than
myself in-the House. Still T do not be-
lieve in sitting still and doing nothing,
T did make reference to the depression,
but I said that it was only a thin vell
over a blue sky, but it would soon be re-
moved and that then our prosperity would
be greater than ever before.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: [ may say Ido
not propose to speak at length about the
tederation movement. Thavemadeup my
mind how X am going to vote on the
question, and hope I shall not be found
alone. I am going to vote against it.
My reasons are—Dhul, perhaps I had better
not give them now, but defer them until
to-morrow, and I hope then to be able io
bring conviction to the minds of some
hon. members that we shall lose by fe-
deration, and that it will be the worst
thing that could happen to this colony to
join in the movement. I happened to he |

[COUNOCIY..|

' toria is the home of federation.
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in New South Wales at the time the
election for representatives was being held,
and I had an opportunity of hearing the
speeches and views, and how the delegates
proposed to deal with the revenue and the
land. They only want our revenue and
our land. Cautious, cunning New Zealand
stands out of 1t and says, “I will have
none of it;” Queensland says “ I will have
none of it," and Western Australia says
“I will have none of it" also. The
federation movement will fizzle out. Tas-
mania believes in it. Thatis a vast hotel,
and anything that will bring strangers
receives the support of Tasmania. Vie-
I re-
member seeing the account of a politician
who had gone over to New South Wales,
and he expressed the feeling that was rife
in Victoria at the time. This gentleman
said, '“ You people in New South Wales
are half-hearted about federation ; in
Victoria we are all for it Of course
they are, they are always for every-
thing. For 16 or 20 years they have
barricaded and built barriers around
their colony, and endeavoured to create
a few industries, and they prevented the
ather colonies sending goods there. RHe-
taliation set in. South Amstralia, New
Zealand and Queensland put up barriers.
and New South Wales was the only port
that was open to them. When they
found this state of affairs they at once
said : “We want intercolonial free-
trade,” and that is what they are aiming
at. The proposal is to have intercolonial
freetrade, and protection against the
outside world. From what I know of
New South Wales, it will never put up

" with protection against the outside world.

With Viectoria it is federation or starva.
tien—one of the two. They have ex-
pended their money m such a way that
the colony has been brought almost to
the verge of bankruptey. People have
left the colony, and now they want them
to return, and the only way to get
them is to go in for federation. We
are to hand our revenue to them, and
they are to hand us back what they
do not want. There will be very little
that they do not want. Look at
the tone of commercial morality
Victoria. Instead of butter, they sent
us margerineg, kill it was detected. They
then sent ws butter short weight. Com-
plaint was made, and they said they
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would send it full weight as soon as the

short weight supply was finished. That is
an illustration of the tone of commereial
morality that prevails in Victoria.
these the sort of persons to whom this
colony, just emerging from its infancy, is
prepared to hand over its revenues? I
would be doing injustice to this colony if
I assented to such a proposition. I am
going to oppose federation tooth and nail,
because I think it would be ruinous to us.
I am also going to oppose any members
Jeaving this colony to attend the Sydney
Convention. We have no intention of
going in for federation, and I don’t think
we should make provision for members
going to Sydney to take part in the pro-
cecdings when federation is not likely to
take place. Another thing, I think that
the Government, after so long a recess,
might have been prepared with somne Bills
showing what was proposed to he done.
There is urgent necessity for a great deal
of legislation which ought not fo be
put off for the sake of sending mem-
bers to attend the Convention. A Bill
should be introduced for dealing with
the Civil Service. The present sys-
tem is most unsalisfactory. I do not
know what the modus operandi is for
making appointments to the Civil Service,
but it seems to depend mostly on the
superintendent’s digestive organs as to
who should get an appointment. No
gualification whatever 1s unecessary, no
examination, no test. When the present
block of Government work is over we
shall be flooded with a number of civil
servants who will swell the ranks of the
unemployed, and we shall have frouble
in dealing with them. This guestion
ought to be dealt with very exhanstively.
The appointments should be handed over
to a board such as they havein the other
colonies, and Ministerial patronage should
be abolished. If there weresuch a board
I doubt if we would have had what T find
is almost unequalled in the history of any
of the colonies—namely, a Government
astronomer whom we have never seen, at
any rate I do not know that we have ever
seen him. I would like to kmow where
the gentleman is. Twelve months ago he
was appointed and he is careering all
over the place. T certainly think it is
a matter about which we should have
some information. I do not know who his
Minister 1s, but I must ask at some

Are -

second day's debate. 17
future time the nature of his appointment
and why he was appointed.

Ax Howr. MempER: He is under the
Minisier of Education.

How. R. 5. HAYNES: I also deplore

© the fact that in a rising colony like this,

while we expend money on an observa-
tory and mint, we cannot find sufficient
money to found a university. It is a
blot on the colony to say that we have to
send our children out of the colony to
receive a finishing education. I do not
know that the cost would be very great.
The time has certainly come when a uni-
versity should be established in ovr midst.
Another subject is the consolidation of the
criminal law. T know of no colony or any
part of the world where the cruminal law is
in such an unsatisfactory state as it is hare.
I am satisfied that persons receive sen-
tences in the country that are ahsolutely
iltegal. I kunow of one instance where a
person was sentenced to two years’ impris-
onment, for an offence which should only
have had oune year. Our statute differs
from the English statute, yet our books
contain the English statute. Our Act
was framed on the English Act, but the
English Act has been amended 15 or 16
times since then, and ows has not been
amended. I Dhave bad a great deal of
experience in criminal law, and I would
be very cautious in saying what Acts were
in force in this colony. The criminal Acts
ought to be consolidated, and I do not
know that it is a very difficult task. The
Government have so many officials in the
Crown Law department that they ought
to find time to do it. Another subject
which the public seem to be crying ount
about is that of the Food Adulteration
Act. Tt is a simple and very necessary
Act. T think this is the only colony in
which there is no such Act. We have a
Public Health Act in which dead meat is
dealt with, but we allow villainous milk to
be sold and no attempt is made to prose-
cute. There should e a Government
Analyst and & Food Adulteration Act,
so that we could deal with liqud as
well as with solid food. Another mat-
fer ahout which I hope something will
be done is the old men's depbt. The
structure is uwsightly in its present
state, and from information given to
me I hear that the place is most un-
guitable for the old men. In the winter
after 12 o'clock the place is ¢old and
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cheerless, and I have the authority of the
medical officer for saying that it is a
most unsuitable place for old men. Itis
certainly no ornament to the harbour, and
as we have abundant land on the hills
and in healthy localities, the old men and
women should be better housed than they
are at present. One hon. member con-
gratulated the departments on the way
in which the Government work had been
carried on. I regret to say that I cannot
agree with him. There is one department
that certainly requires re-orgamsation, if
not annihilation, and that is the Public
Works Department. I haveseen how the
work has been carried out in the harbour
because I happen to live on the other side
of it. There isa certain company kmown as
the Swan River Shipping Company : they
brought a steamer 1 pieces from London
and put it together at the back of their
premises. No objection can be made to
that. The Government then got a grab
dredge and employed a whole army of
people, and scooped a great big channel
for the purpose of launching the boait.
They took the mud up and put it in
a barge, and then took the barge and
carried it a hundred yards and upset it
again into another barge. The stuff was
pumped up and pumped into a vacant
place, which I think is responsible for
- half the typhoid in Perth. There was
some correspondence about if, and the
cost was about double what the news-
paper writers thought it was. I never
saw such a waste of money in my hfe.
If the Swan River Company are entitled
to Government help, I suppose I am en-
titled to it. That is only one instance.
Later on I shall be able to bring forward
other instances of a similar character. It
ig most discreditable to the depurtment
to have work carried on in such a per-
functory manner. During the recess I
understand that a lease was granted to a
company for the purpose of carrying on
ore reduction works at North Fremantle—
Rocky Bay. I thoroughly understand
the patriotism of gentlemen who are going
to expend their woney in reducing orve,
and giving an impetus fo the gold in-
dustry, but the result will be this. The
works, if erected at all, will be erected
right in the centre of a thriving and
prosperous locality. Within an area of

[COUNCIL.]
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MempeR: Oh!] I did not say “ any other
vegetable,” but * any vegetable.” If these
works are erected there, you will find an
outery will be raised by the residents, who
will say: “ Oh, we want these works re-
moved.” The Government, of course, in
reply will say : “ We don’t care about that.
You took the land and you took the re-
sponsibility, and if you find the works are
a nuisance you can go to the Court.” But
we will see that these residents will con-
tinue their complaints, whereupon there
will e a Little Commission to inquire into
the matter. If it were explained to them
at the start that works of such a character
were to be erected there, then they would
be taking the land at their own risk;
otherwise they would have a case. I
think under the circumstances it was un-
wise to grant that lease on the land in
question. The gravest reflection I have
to make—and I make it because I feel
that the Government will admit the justice
of my remarks—is this. It is nearly
nine months since this House sat. I
know of no more disastrous precedent
than to allow the country to be governed
by a Cabinet without Parliament being
called together for such an extensive
period. I do not think that in any other
colony such a thing would be tolerated.
One result is that large sums of money
are expended without legislative sanction,
and excess bills have to be broughtin. The
result is that deputations come up from
Fremantle begging mouney —1 mention
Fremantle particularly becanse it is the
chief offender. I shouldlike to know what
money has been voted to Fremantle since
thelastrecess. How much have theyasked,
and how much have they received? We
have had to increase the trains lately,
whether in comsequence of deputations
coming up I do not know, but every time
I pass the Government Offices, about four
o’clock, there is always a deputation ask-
ing for a new tap, or a towa pump, or
something of that kind. They are asking
for everything, and they are getting it.
Money should not be given away without
legislative sanction, except for pressing
purposes. These matters should be de-
bated in Parliament. Do you think the
people of Fremantle would have got half
the money they have got, if they had had
to ask Parlament for it? Why, they

two or three miles not a horse, goat, fowl, | would have been ashamed to make so

or any vegetable will live.

[An Hox. | many requests.

I speak of Fremantle as



Address-in-Reply :

the chief offender, but other places bave
also asked for money. Deputations come,
and Ministers are asked to grant money
which they have no right to grant. I
make no charge against anyone with
reference to the money that has been
expended, and so far as this Government
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is concerned, I do not know that these .

remarks are necessary, but after this
Ministry goes out of office, the next
Ministry, or the Ministry after that,
will be composed of I won't say what
kind of members, but these gentlemen,

following the precedent thus set, may -

wait for nine or ten months without call-
ing Parliament together and may bhe
expending the public money, and then have
to come to Parliament for an Excess Bill,
and Parliament will he bound to grant it
to them because they will say “The best
Governmentweever had acted in thisway.”
They will cite this as a precedent, and it
is a most dangerous precedent to allow
Parliament to be out of session for nine
months in the year. There has lbeen
some reason, perhaps, in this instance for
the delay. But are we so unskilled in
affairs of State that we cannot run our
own business because the Premier is
absent? I think we mighthave done the
work. Hundreds of things might have
been done quite as well in the Premier's
absence as in his presence. Suppose we
met in June, as was the original proposal.
Even in that case T think six months is
too long to elapse between the sessions.
The precedent set by the Government is
one which, if followed out, must ruin the
country, and I feel that it is my duty to
speak on the matter, and I hope that
all hon. members will accord me their
support. I am sure the Government are
anxious to listen to reasonable requests,
such as this 1s, of the House, and I
hope the Government will in future see
their way clear to calling the Parliament
together at an earlier period, and not
allow nine months to interpose between
the sessions.

Howx. C. E. DEMPSTER: I am sure
the old members of the House will be
glad to welcome the new members. I
listened to their utterances in speaking
on the Address-in-Reply, and was much
pleased with their remarks in refer-
ence to the importance of agriculture.
Both of the hon. gentlemen whe spoke
admitted the importance of the agricul-
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tural, as also of the pastoral, industry, and
linked the prosperity of these industries
with that of the goldficlds. I wus pleased
to find that such was the case; and when
we know that the prosperity of the agri-
cultural industry can only be continued
by protection for some further length of
time, I hope we shall not have any
opposition from them on that head.
When we take inte consideration the
enormous number now embarked in agri-
culture who came here with the view
of embarking in the gold industry only,
and finding that unprofitable have turned
their attention to the soil, we must recog-
nige how indissolubly linked the two in-
dustries are. An inquiry at the Survey
Office would show that an enormous area
of country has been taken up lately.
It would be most unfair to these people
if the duties were withdrawn as soon
as they emburked in agriculture. It
would be most discouraging. I trust
that hon. members will bear in mind
how important it is tc continue these
duties for some time longer, for it is the
only way in which to secure the encour-
agement of this most important industry.
With respect to the Commonwealth Bill
I very much object to federation being
brought about at the present moment. I
think that a great amount of time and
money has been wasted, and I do not see
why we should be put to any further ex-
pense by sending delegates to the Confer-
ence. I would be in favour of throwing
the Bill out altogether, inasmuch as we
cannot accept it in the form in which it
has been offered. It would be most un-
favourable to the interests of this colony.
That is my own view of the matter. I am
sure the satisfactory financial position of
the colony is a source of gratification to
us all. I shall not say anything more at
present, but hope that the session will
bring about a considerable amount of
good, and that we shall all work well
together,

Hown. A. B. KIDSON: I feel that I
am unable longer to retain my seat, after
the very amusing remarks made by the
Hon. R. 8. Haynes. At first they caused
me some little excitement, but after think-
ing the matter over I came to the con-
clusion that the hon. gentleman was in
his usual funny vein, and was endeavour-
ing to provide amusement for those around
him, Before proceeding to deal with the
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Governor's Speech I should like to say a
few words on two other matters. T think
it is a matter of which we in this colony
have every reason to be proud, that Her
Majesty the Queen should have seen fit to
confer such a high honour as she has done
on our Premier. Itis an honour which
18 conferred not only on him but on this
colony, and it must be a matter of great
satisfaction to every person in this colony
to know that the Premier has received
the same honour that every other Premier
throughout the British dependencies has
received. Amnother matter T would like
to refer to is this, and that is to testify,
at all events for my part, to the very
able manner in which the business of
the country has been conducted by the
Hon. the Minister for Mines, the Acting-
Premier. On every side I have heard
encomiums passed on him for the manner
in which he has carried out his duties.
They are very arduous, and require a
large amount of tact in dealing not
only with the general Dbusiness of the
country, but with those deputations that
have been referred to so clearly and
lucidly by the Hon. R. 8. Haynes. To
receive a deputation is not an easy
thing, and to say ““ No” is not a pleasing
task, but to say it properly and in such a
way ag not to give offence requires a good
deal of tact, especially when the Minister
ia faced by a representative deputation of
some importance. I think that the colony
is to be congratulated onits financial con-
dition as set forth in His Excellency’s
speech, especially as we know there has
been a certain amount of depression exist-
ing in some parts of this colony, even
though the Hon. E. McLarty may not be
of that opinion. Weknow that o depres.-
sion has existed, and we further Lkunow
that it is only of a temporary nature, and
will soon pass away as the Hon. J. H.
Taylor told us, and will lead to something
considerably better than we have ever
hitherto seen in this colony. I think I quite
agree with the Hon. R. 8. Haynes when
he said that Parliament should have been
called togetherat an earlier stage. Tam at
a loss to understand why it was not. I
can see no reascn, and no reason has
been advanced by the Government, to
show why Parliament was not called to-
gether before. It was not on account of
the absence of the Premier, because the
members of the Government are perfectly
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well able, as they have shown, to conduct
the business of the country when Parlia-
ment is sitting. There are many matters
of domestic legislation of urgent necessity
which could have been dealt with, and
I say most emphatically that the time
placed at the disposal of Parliament for
the consideration of the federation scheme
it by no means sufficient. The time is
too short. The subject cannot be dis-
cusged in the time. It is all very well for
hon. members to come down here and
say that the members of the Government
and the members of the Federal Conven-
tion have settled on the amendments to
be placed before the House.

TrE MinisTER oF Mines: Tt iz not
proposed to prevent anyoue else from
proposing amendments.

Horn. A. B. KIDSON : But that is not
sufficient. Itis one of the most impor-
tant questions that has ever been brought
before this Parlinment, because the results
will be so far-reaching. I should like
to say a few words on that. Two hon.
members have stated most definitely that
they will vote against federation. I think
they are wrong to treat the matter in so
light a way. Neither do I agree with the
Hou. R. 8. Haynes in the remarks he
made about the great colony of Victoria.
I do not think they were altogether in
good taste. We can only come to the
conclusion that that colony has done him
some injury. I am also driven to the
conclusion that the constituency I repre.
sent has done him some injury too. How-
ever that may be, this is a great question,
and requires the most careful considera-
tion at the hands of the Parliament of
this country. If we are of the opinion
—and I think most of us are of the
opinien—that this is not the time to enter
mnto federation, still the time may come
when it will be advisable. Under these
circumstances, therefore, I think it is
desirable that we should have a share
in framing that constitution of which
we may afterwards form a part. There
are many great guestions to be con-
sidered, and we shall have an opportunity
of discussing them when the Minister of
Mines moves that the House go into
committee to consider the Federal Bill
I do not think I will say more than
express my great pleasure in seeing the
vast stndes made in the development,
not only of the gold industry, but the
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other industries of the colony. It is
pleasing to note that the gold retnrn
is increasing daily. This month the
output, T believe, will far surpass that
of any previous month since we have
heen producing gold, and no doubt
that increase will continuve in a very
great degree. The agricultural industry
is also progressing, and if we can depend
upon the report which has been given by
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the Mimster of Lands, and there is no

reason why we should not do so, it seems
that wonderful strides have been made,
History is repeating itself. Wherever gold
has been discovered, after the first rush
the people have settled on the Iland.
That is being exemplified in this case.
The thousands of acres which have heen
taken up is an evidence of this. I regret
very much to have learned that the pas-
toral industry in the North has suffered to
a considerable extent in consequence of
the drought. At one time the pastoralists
formed one of the backbones of the colony.
T regret to see, and all of us regret to sec,
the way in which this industry has
suffered, and anything the Government

can do to assist the pastoralists to carry .

on would be endorsed by Parliament, I
am sure. I will not say more except to
again congratulate the colony on the very
good finuncial pesition in which it stands
to-day. Loung may it continue in that
position. Seeing the prosperous time the
colony has had during the last five or six
vears, it would be a great misfortune if
it were to go back. The outlook is
bright all over the colony, and there
is ne reason for despondency. The
Hon. E. MecLarty accused the gold-
fields members of pessimism ; I did not
gather that from their speeches, rather
otherwise. They were rather optimistic
than otherwise.
the remarks that fell from the Hon.
H. G. Parsons, when he said that he

I was pleased to hear !

felt sure that the hon. memhers repre-

senting the goldfield constituencies would
work not only in the interest of their own
constituencies, but for the colony as a
whole. T reciprocate that, and say for
myself, and I am sure hon. members
generally will say the same, that we will
all join with the
working for the benefit of the colony.
Hox. D. McKAY: There is no occa-
sion for the colony to join in the federa-
tion, although the delegates attend the

goldfields members in
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Convention at Sydney. I regret very
murch that more consideration has not
been given to pastoralists in the North.
No reference was made to this matter in
the Governor's Speech. Although tem-
porary relief has been afforded, everyone
knows that the squatters in the North
have suffered severely, and unless the
Government comes to their help in re-
ducing their rents, they are bound to go
to the wall.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : Before say-
ing anything on the Governor’s Speech,
permit me te thank hon. members who so
cordially welcomed the representatives of
the goldfields in the House. They may
rely on it that we shall do all we possibly
can to promote the interests, not only of
the goldfields, but the colony at large. In
reference to the Governor's Speech, I wish
to add a protest on behalf of my con-
stituents to the protest that has already
been made in reference to the delay in
calling Parliament together. The gold-
fields, more than any other part of the
country, feel the result of this procrasti-
nation, because they are labouring more
than any part of the colony under dis-
advantages. The result now is, so far as
we can judge, that it is proposed to hold
a session of a fortnight and adjourn for a
couple of months, and during that time
all the subjects which we wish to bring
before you must be hung up. There was
not the least necessity for this delay. As
other hon. members have said, the busi-
ness of the other colonies has been carried
on in a perfectly satisfactory manner in
the absence of the Premier, and it is diffi-
cult to understand why any trouble should
have been found in conducting the
business of this Parliament in exactly
the same manner as in the other
colonies. The same procrastination or
postponement has heen the fate of the
Mining Commission. The Royal Com-
mission for the amendinent of the
Mining Act is one of those things which
is part of the country’s policy. It is of
great importance, and it was understood
hefore the Premier left the colony that
definite arrangements had been made for
the appointment of the Commission, so
that about the present date it was thought
the Commission would have been in a
position to lay its recommendations before
Parliament. Nothing has been done in
the matter, and even at the present date
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no information is vouchsafed to us as to
the Commission or its duties. Thisisa
matter that has caused my constituents
extreme anxiety, and I trust before the
House rises eventually, at the expiration
of the fortnight, that some steps will have
been taken to remove our anxiety in that
respect. Another topic on which we are
most anxious, and the country is most
anxious, to receive some information, is
that of the loan. We have Deen told in
the Governor’s Speech that the finances of
the coleny are in a satisfactory condition,
and that no money is owing to any
financial instibution in the colony. Of
course that may be a fact; it may
be true, and probably is true, as it is
stated in the Governor’s Speech that the
Government “ are not indebted to any of
the financial institutions of the colony.”
If that is the case money must he owing
to financial institutions outside the colony.
Advances must have been got from out-
side.

The Minsrer oF Mines: None what-
ever,

Hox. D. McKAY: I am glad to hear
the statement of the Minister. In any
case, the halance of money available must
be an extremely small one to carry on the
works authorised in the last Parliament.
It seemns almost inevitable that unless
some arrangements are made for securing
the money the works will have to be put
off for an indefinite time. One would
have thought that something beyond the
statement that so mueh money was in
hand would have been vouchsafed to the
House. Onehon. member, without exactly
considering the relation of the output of
gold with the money expended in making
that ontput, has stated that the country is
prosperous, becanse the gold output has
inereased. While under some cireum-
stances that may be the case, it might
nnder other cireumstances be far from the
case. As far as the country's prosperity
is concerned no one can have a higher
opinien of the actual prosperity of the
country and its future prosperity than I
have myself, but when you deal with the
question from an economniic point of view,
you have to bear in mind that the gold-
output merely represents the proceeds of
something. It often happens that more
money is spent in securing an output than
the amount of the output itself. The
cost of producing the gold is undoubtedly
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swelled each month—some hon. members
do not believe it—but the cost is largely
and unnecessarily enhanced hy the cost
of the necessaries of life to the extent of
the very high duties levied on them at
the portof entry. Though, nodoubt, the
agricultural industry should, to a certain
extent, be considered, still I do not think
they should he considered entirely with-
out. some consideration helng given to
the effect of the duties on the gold-
producing industry of the colony, be-
cause, although people go on producing
gold at a loss—assuming that it is pro-
duced at a loss—they will not go on
producing it at a loss for ever; they will
only do so for a certain time. I trust
hon. members who have so very strongly
expressed their opinion thut the duties
on food should not be reduced, will take
these matters into their consideration and
modify the opinions they have expressed.
As to the Federal Comstitution Act, I
find it an extremely difficult thing to
form any just opinion, in the two or three
days at owr disposal, of the effect it will
have on the colony, but the chief point
on which I persenally require a little
Light is the object with which we are going
to discuss the Bill to-morrow. Some hon.
members propose to throw the measure out
altogether. I should like to know whether
we are going to discuss it with a view
of amending it so that in the course of
four or five years, if it was thought de-
sirable, we could join in, or is it intended
to try and lick it into shape so as to
render 1t possible for this colony to go
into the federation at once? T have tried
to make up my mind which is the proper
course to adopt, but in the time at our
disposal I have found it almost impos-
sible.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: I take this
opportunity of sayimg a few words on His
Excellency’'s Speech. It seems we are
called specially together, or chiefly, for
the purpose of considering the Bill to
constitute the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. I think, myself, and a great
number do so also, that the idea of a
federated Australin is a grand one, and
one I think nearly all of us hope will
eventuate some day, but undoubtedly at
the present time, it seems to me, and from
what: T can gain of public opinion gener-
ally, that it iz a very premature matter.
At the present time federation is a sub-
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jest for the best minds and leading poli-
ticians to speak upon. I fail to observe
any great enthusiasm on the part of the
people of the colonies, as a whole, on the
matter. That is the conclusion I have

come to from what I have observed and
read. TItis a very difficult question to deal

with, and the difficulties must be apparent
~ to all of us from the fact that the lead-
ing minds in the colonies, at least
many of them, are very much opposed
in their ideas as to what formn this
constitution should take. So far as
this colony is concerned I cannot see
at the present time that we could join
in that federation without losing far more
thun even the wost arvdent supporter of
federation in the colony could wish, in
the joining. The only two questions I
think on which the colonists would be at
one upon—TI have only just had time to
glance through the Bill—are the ¢uestions
of defence and quarantine. I doubt
whether at the present time it would be
worth while to have a federation for these
purposes. So far as I can understand
the subject, the Bill before the House at
the present time is the Bill drufted at the
Convention recently held in Adelaide, and
it is a Bill arrived at by mutual gives and
takes at the time. The Bill has subse-
quently been submitted to the Parliaments
of the other colonies, and now it has come
before us. The other Parliaments do not
seem to be able to agree to the Bill as
adopted by their representatives at the
Convention. Great alterations huve been
made in New South Wales, in Victoria,
and in South Australia. What is the
great drawback to federation, or to federa-
tion of the type which we ultimately wish
to see? Tt iz that each colony, and no
doubt this colony is the same, is blessed
with a selfishness and a desire to do
the best for its own colony. Victoria,
as the Hon. R. 5. Haynes said, would
he the greatest gainer by joining the
federation. Tt is a very great question,
and 1 approach it with every respect;
but it is premature, at least I, in my
humble opinion, think so, for us to join
at the present time—indeed it is pre-
mature for Australia to federate at all at
the present time. I doubf very much
whether in about a quarter of a century
it will be time enough to have a Bill pre-
pared which will be acceptable to the
colonists as a whole.
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' personally concerned, 1 hope the time
will be far earlier. We cannot think of
joining at the present time. To-morrow
night we are to consider the Bill, and I
feel sure hon. members will consider it
seriously, and give their best attention to
the great subject. 8o far as the Conven-
tion that it is proposed should take place
shortly is concerned, I do think that this
colony should be represented, although
I think it is inexpedient for the colony to
join in the federation at the present time.
We should be represented so that the
colony can take a hand in moulding a
constitution which hereafter we may join.
I will support, so far as I can, the sending
of delegates from this colony to the Con-
vention. If we do not join this federation
at the present time, at any rate this con-
ference will have a great educational effect
on the movement, and will do, amongst
the general public, a large amount of good,
and hasten the time when a constitution
will be framed which will be acceptable,
and will be fair, and just to all. I do not
propose to say more on that subject at
the present juncture, but I shall do what
I can when the Bill is in committee. As
to the other matiers in His Excellency’s
Speech, it is gratifying to all of us to find
the finances in such a satisfactory state.
Some time ago there were rumours about
as to the finuncial position of the colony.
I felt myself at the time that the rumours
were without foundation, and I am pleased
with the references to the finances in the
speech, It is equally gratifying that the
gold output of the colony is imereasing,
and T am sure it will go on increasing.
Tt is quite as satisfactory, if not more so,
to find that the agricultural interests of
this colony are advancing. It is extremely
gratifying to listen to hon. members like
the Hon. E. McLarty, when dealing with
questions of thiz kind, because he is a
gentleman whose opinions ¢an be relied
upon on such subjects. I have had a
little experience in agriculture, and I can
only say that in the province I represent
wondertul strides have been made in
agricultural matters dwring the last 12
months, especially since the purchase of
the Gireat Southern Railway. Settlement
has taken place about such places as
Broomehill, Wagin and Katanning, and
it is settlement which is likely to remain
in those localities, and that being so, the
prospects of the South-Eastern Province
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are much greater now than they were 12
months ago. The class of people who have
faken up the land are evidently those
who have come to stay, and those whom
I have had the pleasure of speaking to
say they are perfectly satisfied with the
land they have taken up. That must be
gratifying to all of us, because in the past
our land has been very much decried and
run down. Some remarks have been
made by hon. members about the depres-
sion in the colony. We do not know
what depression is in this colony. [Aw
How. Memeer: We don’t want to.]
No, we do not want to, but they do
Imow what depression is in the other
colonmies.  There it has been brought
about by the excessive and wanton waste
of public money. I hope, so far as this
colony is concerned, and the expenditure
of public money is concerned, the
Government will go slow from now out.
If I have a complaint at all against the
present Government, for whom I have
the greatest respect, it seems to me they
have a pleasurable way of saying “No™;
but in almost all the other colonies the
Grovernment invariably says “Yes.” So
far as the Minister of Mines is concerned
I was glad to find, on more than one
oceasion, he had the backbone to sny
“No.” T hope from now out the Govern-
ment, will keep a check on the public
purse, and not be afraid to say “No.” 1T
join with the other members in welcoming
those who have come to this House with
# kmowledge of the wants of the goldfields,
and I amn pleased to note that these
gentlemen speak in fair terms in respect
to the other interests equally as important
as the goldficlds. Certainly one of the
members {(Hon. G. Randell) complained
that the requirements of the goldfields
were not attended to. Ho far as the
Ministry was concerned, the Ministry of
the Jday have promised to do the utmost
in their power, within reasonable bounds,
for the furtherance of the goldfields. To
a large extent the prosperity of the colony
depends on
prosperity of these fields. I do not
propose to say anything more at the
present time. I have great pleasure in
supporting the speech. In commitfee on
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the prosperity or non- .

the Federation Bill I suppose all of us °

will have an opportunity, as the Minister
states, of bringing forward such amend-
ments as we sec meet.
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Hox, C. A. PIESSE: I do not think
the people of this colony intend to allow
themselves to be used as a material
for this federal structure. I know that
in the country, people are quiet on the
subject of federation, because they are
aware that they will have the power later
on of expressing their sentiments, and of
disagreeing with any conditions that their
representatives may have agreed to at the
federal meetings, provided these are not
in keeping with their wishes. I think
this very fact should be sufficient for
those who are opposing the movement,
and should cause them to withdraw their
opposition, and allow our representatives
to go to Sydney and help in framing this
federal structure. ‘Che time may come—
there is not the slightest doubt about it
—when we may want to join the federa-
tion, and we should feel very small
indeed if we were told that we had taken
no part in framing the federal consti-
tution, and that we had laughed at the
very iden. The Hon. R. S. Haynes speaks
of it as if it were a, matter not to be con-
sidered by Western Australia in the
future. He looks upon it as a guestion
we should never deal with, I think that
in the hearts of all of us, even supposing
we are opposed to federation at the pre-
sent moment, there is # feeling that the
time will come when we shall federate
and become a great nation. I am one
of those who will support our being
represented at the Syduney meeting, I
would like to mention the very great im-
provement that has taken place in agri-
culture in my district. I notice that
many men who went on the goldfields for
the purpose of obtaining gold have now
gone into agriculture. I have noticed
many of them selecting i my district. T
would ask those hon. members who re-
present the goldfields, and who bhave
spoken in such temperate words respect-
ing agriculture, to look at the question of
duties as it affects agriculture, for many
of their own men have been induced by
the protection given to agriculture to go
into it. Some of these men go in for
agriculture at one season of the year
and then work on the goldfields at the
other. The goldfields members will, T
think, be only too glad to give agneul-
ture every consideration. If they have
not looked persomally into the matter,
I would like to point out to them that
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there is nothing in the world so uncertain ' sentiments with reference to working
ag the results of the lahonr of the man | unison not only with the agricultural

who takes up agriculture for his call-
ing. Takethe mmer first. When he gets
an ounce of gold he knows exactly how
much he will get for it. He lmows what
its value is. The tradesman knows pretty
well what he will get for his goods. Give
o carpenter a plece of wood and he will
make o chair or a cart, for which be knows
he can get a certain price, as there are
certain fixed labour rates, as a rule, by
which he will be paid for his labour. But
the farmer has not only to do the heavy
work attached to agriculture, such as clear-
ing, ete., but he has to face, in addition,
the uncertainties of the market. The
guestion is whether he is paid for his work
in view of the heavy labour he has to
perform. We have been twitted in the
past with not having a labour supply.
"The need did not exist then as it does now.
We would have had to cart our wheat 130
to 150 miles in some cases to get to the
market. It would have been folly to
have embarked in a venture that would
have involved so much expense and labour.
I would ask you, therefore, to consider
whether the agriculturist is not entitled
to very great consideration at our hands.
The uncertainties he has to face are so
great, and he is noteven sure when he has
cleared his land that he will get any re-
turn for it. There is another point I
would like hon. mewbers to weigh very
carefully before taking any active part m
removing the duties, and that is the bear-
ings of agriculture on the colony generally.
Taking the other colonies as an example,
agriculture has much to do with the per-
manent prosperity of a colony, T will
say no more at present, but will add
my congratulations to those that have
fallen from other hon. members at the
fresh representation that has taken place,
and at the addition to our ranks of such
desirable members, as I think they promise
to be, from the goldfields.

Hox. G. RANDELL: I think my

friend the Hon. E. McLarty must have

misunderstood the remarks which fell
from the mover and seconder of the
Address-in-Reply. The opinion I formed
of the speeches was that they werc very
optimistic. I was pleased with the cheer-

ful way in which they spoke of the future -

prospects of the colony. I wasalso much
pleased to hear the expression of their

members, but with all membe]s of the
House. 1 would like to refer to one

© matter before I make any further re-

marks. I think it has been, and I have
thought it a long time, & wost un-
happy coneurrence of circumstances that
has prevented the calling together of
Parliament before. I understand, how-
ever, there have been special reasons why
Parliament was not assembled at least a
month ago. 1 do not know whether the
reagons given to me are the correct omes
or no, or that I am at liberty to mention
them. If, however, they are correct, I
can understand the difficulty in which the
Ministry was placed. I endorse the
opinion expressed both lere and elsc-
where, that the business of the country
could have been carried on without the
presence of the Premier in the Assembly.
While Isay that, of course I recognise the
great abilities of the Premier, and the
desirabnlity of having him here to assist
in the discussion of public affairs, but T
believe that the result of the delay on the
whole has been injurious to this colony.
Hon. members have referred to the fact
that we should be unable to properly
discuss the Commonwealth Bill, in conse-
quence of the arrangements which must
he made to enable the delegates to visit
Sydney, and to be present at the delibera-
tions of the Convention in the course of a
fortnight. It must be rememhered, and I
presume other hon. members bave been
as favoured as myself in that respect,
that we have had this Bill in our hands
for some time. I have read it over three
or four times in order to make myself as
fully acquainted as possible with its con-
tents. I honestly confess that many por-
tions of the Bill--and I confess it without
auny discredit to myself—are beyond my
comprehension. I cannot see where 1t
would lead wus to in many cases. I
take it that it requires men who have
heen accustomed to financial operations,
or it requires men who have had a
legul training, to understand the whole
gist and direction of the Commonwealth
Bill. T think, therefore, hon. members
should admit that they have had an oppor-
tunity of examining the contents of the
Bill, and should not have left it to the
opening of Parliament to consider the
measure and to form their opinions upon
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it. I have made up my mind on several
points in connection with the Bill,and Fam
very pleased to say—though I was not
quite able to follow the leader of the House
n all the amendments he placed before us ;
he was rather rapid in his utterances, but
I shall be able to follow them in print
to-morrow-—Dbut I am very pleased to say
that they were just the amendments that
I should have suggested myself, especially
that one which is in the forefront of the
Bill, and which provides for the colouny
being made one electorate. I think thas,
although to-some extent I share the
opinions of those hon. members who bhave
expressed themselves averse to our send-
ing members to the Convention, yet. at
the same time, we are committed to w
cerbain line of conduct. Western Aus-
tralia took up a certain position at the
Convention in Adelaide, and she cannot
now refrain from attending again. I
must confess, too, that on reading the de-
bates that took place there, I was exceed-
ingly delighted at the apparent thorough
understanding of the subject which was
shown by some of the speakers. 1 speci-
ally refer to the speeches of the Hon. E.
Barton and of Mr. McMillan. Both of
these gentlemen seemed to have a thorough
grasp and comprehension of the measure
in almost all its bearings. There was a
little hesitancy, perhaps, about the finan-
cial clauses of the Bill, hut Mr. MéMillan
presented some statistics to the Conven-
tion which he had had prepared, and
which were, {0 a certain extent, reliable.
I think it is impossible for us to aveid
sending our delegates to Sydney, and 1
hope they will be sent, and that they will
take part, to the best of their abihty, in
the deliberations which will take place
there. It will be their duty to endeavour
to use their influence in such a way, and
so to frame the Bill, that in case we don't
see our way clear to federating with the
other colonies at the present moment,
they will, at any rate, make it easier for
us to join in the movement at some future
time, to the best advantage of the colony.
We have among us men who will be
fairly representative of the intelligence
and ability of the colony. I am not
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with those who have very strong ol-
jections to the mode in which the delegates
were elected. I the colony had been \
divided into constituencies, and you had

asked them to select members o represent |
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this colony ut the Convention, T don’t
think they would have selected better
men, and probably almost every one of
those selected would have been chesen.
I am pleased to say that I found the New
South Wales delegates anxious to meet
the wishes of the smaller members of the
group. I believe they were willing to
make sacrifices so as to secure the adhesion
of the various States, and I think we
should recognise that in a proper way, and
net attribute, to New South Wales at any
rate, any sinister motive in desiring to
federate at the present time. It isa noble
ambition, I think, on the part of anyone
to try and create a greab nation, as will
have been done when the Commonwealth
Bill, or a Bill of this kind, is accepted. I
believe there 1s a great desire on the part
of the larger colonies to serve the interests
of the smuller ones to a very large extent,
and it is a question for us to consider
whether these concessions are of sufficient
extent to iuduce us to give up our liberties
and the control, to some extent, of our
destinies to the larger populations. I
don’t conceal from myself the fact that in
the federation the smaller colonies federate
to a disadvantage. The democratic prin-
ciple is very largely adopted in the larger
colenies, and will make itself felt in what-
ever constitution 1s accepted, and when we
find. that the members from the smaller
States are so few in comparison with Vie-
toria and New South Wales, we realise
that it is & very sericus question with
which we have to deal. If it were only a
question of guarantine and defence i
would not bhe so sertous, but there are a
vast mumber of iterns embodied in the
Bill, and these complicate the matter very
cousiderably. On the whole, I feel that
the time has not come to federate at the
present moment, as the loss we should
suffer would be too great. We should
have time given us to work ont our own
destinies to a greater extent than we
have yet done. We have only started,
as it were, in the career of prosperity.
A pgrest many years ago when we were
told that we were not advancing rapidly
enough, I said that we could not ad-
vance very rapidly as a community,
considering the nature of our country
and its long distances and the isolated
nature of its good lands, and that there
wag nothing in the world that would give
us a start which would lead to rapid
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growih like the discovery of gold. Hap-
pily that has occwrred, and I think that
both the Ministry and Darliament have
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1

¢ fasler than 1L las.

been equal to the occasion. TLarge public

works have been commenced and have
been conducted to a successful issue, and
I Lope that the goldficlds members will
acknowledge cheerfully and cordially that
the Government have done their best.
I don't say they have not committed
blunders, or that they have not been a
little backward in the direction the gold-
fields members wished them to move, vet
there has been a determination on the
part of the Ministry to meet the exigencies
of the oceasion and to give the goldfields
the means of transit to and fro by means
of owr railways. And I think we may
congratwlate ourselves to-day that a small
community such as ours, of only 150,000
people, should have made such progress
with its public works. I should like to
see that we retain in our hands the entire
control over these public works and over
those enterprises for a considerable time
longer at any rate. I should net like to
say 15 years or a quarfer of a century.
I bave more faith in this colony than
that. X think we should soon be able to
federate on equal terms, and that we
should be able to demand admission on
terms that would be beneficial to the
other colonies as well as to us. I do not
think I need say any more at this point.
It was the late Lord Beaconsfield, I be-
lieve, who said something like this: Tt
“is an excellent thing that on occasions
**we should hear the voice of fruth, and
*“of authority.” Persistent attempts have
been made in certain quarters of this
colony to belittle the colony, and the ten-
dency of these attempts has been to create
a depression, which I am free to acknow-
ledge exists to a certain extent in the
towns, and therefore it is pleasant to he
assured by the only competent authority,
namely, from the report of the Acting
Premier, that the finances of the colony
are in a sound and healthy condition.
We have also been assured to-day that not
only do we not owe money, but that
the Grovernment have not borrowed money
from any institutions either here or else-
where, excepting, I presume, the authorised
loans.
ernment. are abletoassureus of the progress
madeby theother institutionsinthecolony.
I am glad to learn the production of gold

It 1s satisfactory to find the Gov- °
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is increaging, although I am rather dis-
appointed that it has not increased even .
We shali doubiless
hear from the goldfields members why
the production of gold has not inecreased
faster. Perhaps our expectations were
50 high in consequence of the many
schemes thrown on the London market
which have turned out to be “ wild cats ™
—-I think that is the expression used. I
do ot know where the expression comes
from, but I daresay it is perfectly under-
stood, at any rate by members from the
fields. T.et us hope that these are done
with, and that the companies now in
existence will yield a proper retwn. I
have seen some very reassuring returns
from Kalgoorlie published in the Miner ;

in fact I have read little more reassuring

to my mind lately than those returns. I
amn ignorant of goldfield matters and of
questions affecting gold production my-
self, not having taken a share in any
companies or invested in any enterprise
connected therewith, but I am quite sure
that the members will be willing to con-
sider carefully and with a desire to pro-
mote the best inferests, not only of the
capitalist, but of all sections of society,
any measures that may be brought before
them. We feel that the hest interests of
this colony are bound up with the success
of the mines, leading as it must to the
opening of a field for the agriculturist
and the horticulturist, and to many other
industries. In Perth itself there are a
layge number of industries which must
tend to the advancement of the colony,
which must bring pepulation here and
keep it here, and will provide purchasers
for the products of the farm and the
orchard for many vears to come. I only
trust that the development in agriculture
and horticulture will still continue and
grow larger every year. With regard {o
the duties spoken of I would like to say
that I do feel that the time has come
when some reduction should he made.
[Ax Hox. MEsMBER: Nobtjustyet.] Some
duties could be reduced with advantage
fo all concerned. I would give every
factlity to the farmers for the transport of
their goods, but the heavy duties should
be reduced. 1 am not in favour of their
being removed, not any of them. They
could be continued for revenue purposes
to the advantage of all. If we mnust have
railways and waterworks for the develop-
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ment of this colony, we must be willing to
- pay the piper. We should have the satis-
faction of knowing that weshould be pay-
ing our way as we go. Iwill now bring my
remarks to a close with the expression of
the hope that we shall all work together
iu harmony for the advancement of the
whole colony, and endeavour to develop
our internal resources to the utmost ex-
tent of our power.

At 630 pm. the Acring PRESIDENT
left the Chair.

At 730 pm. the ActiNg PRESIDENT
resumed the Chair,

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H Wittenoom): Sir,—In saying a
few words in connection with the remarlks
made, T desire to express my appreciation
as representing the Government in this
House of the friendly and sympuathetic
allusions made to their efforts during the
year past. It 15 a matter of satisfaction
to find, that although on some subjects
the Government has been criticised, and
ro doubt reasonably ecriticised, on the
whole the actions of the past have met
with the approbation of hon. members,
and I take this opportunity of thanking
them for their friendly allusions to the
Government. I wish to place on record
my sincere thanks to the Hon. H. G.
Parsons for the able mammer in which
he proposed the Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's Speech. His remarks have
stamped him as @ man of liberal and
wide views, and one who is prepared to
treat the subjects in connection with the
colony of Western Australia in » fair and
comprehensive manner. He is a valnable
addition to the debating power of the
House. 1 also thank the Hon. J. H.
Taylor for seconding the Address and for
the words he used in doing so. 'We may
congratulate ourselves on the way in
which the proposing and seconding of
the Address was done, and the thanks of
the Government are due fo the hon.
gentlemen who undertook the task. I
desire also at the outset to welcome to the
Legislative Council of the colony the
new members from the goldfields,
a matter of satisfaction to the Govern-
ment to find how pleased all parties were
at seeing these new members here; it
shows that the poliey the Government

{COUNCIL.]
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adopted in the past in extending the

. representation to large numbers of people

who had arrived in the colony and had
sottled on the goldfields has met with the
approbation of hon. members and the
public generally. In saying a few words
on federation it will be necessary for me
to do what I had no intention of doing,
and that is to anticipate somewhat o few
of the remarks I intended to make fo-
1orrow evening in introducing the motion
of which I have given notice. Several
speeches have been made to-night which
are apparentlv hostile to federation in a
greater or less degree, extending from
those who do not desire to see us repre-
sented at all, to those who cannot see
their way, even if we are represented, to
adopt federation. We are, however,
bhardly aft the stage to mrive at any
definite understanding or decision upon
the question. It is agreed by all that the
theory of federation is the correct one,
and we have to help us in arriving at that
point the precedents of other countries.
I may point out that America, Canada
and Switzerland and other places which
have federated, have federated so advanta-
geously that if they have not gone much
ahead of their origival ideas, they have
not taken any steps to secede from their
federatiou. "Chat proves that federation
can be successfully undertaken by a
number of States whose interests are fairly
similar, and who can be advantageously
governed by one powerinstead of by somany
smaller powers.  We are agreed to accept
that theory, and when we come to the
federation of Australia we say it can he
done, that this federation will be advanta-
geous to us as it has been to other
countries. ‘Then we come to the question,
under what conditions can we federate
go that it will be advantagecus for our-
selves while it will be good for the other
colonies? It has been contended by one
and another that if this federation is
carried out on the lines of the Bill before
the House, it wounld be to the detriment
of the smaller States. I am not going
to argue that point, because I think it is
manifest to most of us. We should be
neglecting our duty if we are not repre-
sented at the Convention which is to be
held. e have practically admitted that
policy by passing during last session the
Federal Enabling Act, which stated that
we should he represented at the previous



Address-in-Reply

Convention, and that on returning, the
delegates were to submit to the local
Parhament the Draft Bill, that Parlia-
ment was to deal with that Draft Bill
and suggest amendments, and then the
delegates were to go back with the
amendments, and endeavour to arrive at
some understanding which would he, if
possible, advantageous to everyone. li
would be wise, after having dealt with
the Bill and suggested amendments, and
arrived at a conclusion amongst ourselves
as to what amendments are best for our-
selves, and looking to the future, to say:
“Here we are in accordance with the
Enabling Act, and these are our terms.”
These are feelings we naturally consider
on this question. 'We would, under these
circumstances, be represented 1o consider
these matters, and it would be unwise
to stand aloof from the Convention at
Sydney, baving gone so for as we have
gone. It is rather premature now to say
we should not do this or not consider
that. We should hear first what this
Convention demands, and then it will e
time for us at the next meeting of Parlia-
ment to say whether we should have this
or that. Another point is this, that this
Federation Convention will be made up
of delegates from the larger and smaller
States. At the present time the great
question is how the smaller States ave to
be dealt with; but the smaller ones are in
the majority. Uur Premier, who repre-
sented us last year, took a leading part in
many of the most salient points, and was
very fairly successful ; and it would not be
right, having induced the other smaller
States to follow us, to turn round now at
this juncture and not go further. I will not
go further with the question of Federation
to-night, but I shall be able to makea few
remarks to-morrow evening. I hope hon.
members will see the advantage of this
colony being represented; it binds us to
nothing, but allows us to see on what terms
we can go into federation. Supposing,
for instance, the delegates attended this
Convention,and supposing that terms were
adopted which would be of a most advan-
tageous kind, there being compensating
clauses, it would be very unwise for us to
refuse. T do not suppose there will be
these compensating clauses. It has been
stated that great loss and inconvenience
has heen caused to the colony owing to
the meeting of Parlinment having been

(18 Avcust, 1897.]

second day’s debate. 29

delayed so long. I would point out to
hon. members that even if harm has been
done to a majority of them, they have to
thank themselves. It was at their own
suggestion that the meeting of Parlia-
ment was delayed. Sir John Forrest was
distinctly asked by the members of Loth
Houses to go to England and attend the
jubilee gatherings, and he made it o
condition tlut if he went away, during
his absence no important political matters,
and certainly no hostile matters, should
be brought forward. ‘That condition
was cheerfully entered into, and by none
more cheerfully than by the goldfields
representatives. [Aw Hox. MEemBER:
That does not affect the BilL} It was
distincily a condition that no measures of
a hostile nature were to be brought for-
wurd, no political matters of any mag-
nitude entered into, unfil the Premier's
return. No men were more to the front
in this matter than the goldfields members,
and if T was inclined to look for motives
for this action, I would conclude that these
gentlemen thought that the presence of
Sir John Forrest would advance their
interests in London, and that it would
disseminate nore capital amongst us and
tend to a general improvement of the
mining industry as a whole. We were
all too pleased when he consented to go
under these cirgumstances. Do you think
it would be fair to call Parlinment to-
gether during his absence, and place in the
Address matters of a debateable nature?
You can understand why Sir John Forrest
made a condition of thatkind. It has
heen pointed out that in the other colonies
business has been gone on with in the ab.
sence of the Premier. {Hox. R.S. Haynes:
The same undertaking was given too.]
The eircumstances are not parallel. Here
the whole of the circumstances were
different. There was not what I may call
a concurrent Parliament here. There had
been a new election and, in addition,
there was the advent of a number of new
members—a, distinctly hostile element to
the Government—and it was only fair to
a man who Liad been Premier of the colony
for six years to desire to direct the
first subjects iz a pew Parliament. It
was only natural. [Aw Hon. MemBER:
But ke has not arrived yet.] The
members of the Ministry who did not at-
tend in England, but who remained be-
hind to carry on the Government, found
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that it was the desire of the public
as well as the desire of hon. mem-
bers that Parliament should be called
together for the consideration of this
measure—a measure franght with par-
ficular importance to the whole of Aus-
tralia. The Ministry saw the necessity
for this, and as hon. members had stated
that they would not ask that any other
matters be taken into consideration until
the Premier was here to deal with them,
the Ministry endeavoured te meet the
wishes of the people.

Ax How. MeusEr: Youhave notgiven
us enough time.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: I am
very sorry for that, but when you get the
Bill before you I think you will find that it
is not such a very difficult Bill. T have to
thank the Hon. G. Randell for pointing out
to hon. members that if they have not
mastered the Bill it is their own fault.
They might have got it days ago and read
it over three or four times, and I think
when the time came they would have just
as much grip of it as other hon. members.
In these circnunstances, the Government
. endeavoured to meet the public and place
before them the position of the colony,
and get this Bill into such a position
that the delegates could atfend the Con-
vention. If it is considered important
that the delegates should go, it s ob-
vious that it would be unfair to carry
on Parliament with ten of the leading
members away. Therefore the Govern.
ment having considered the position pro-
posed to give hon. members an oppor-
tunity of suggesting amendments, after
which they propose to go into recess for
the short fime the delegates are away.
The Hon. D. McKay said no reference
had been made in the Governor’s Speech
to the pastoral industry, and I will
explain why no reference was made. Tf
reference was made in the Governor's
Speech to the pastoral industry and fo
many other proper matters, if we at-
tempted to deal with these now in the
Speech, the debate on the Address-in-
Reply would have taken up too much
time.

Hoxn. R. 8. Hay~Es:
the next Speech ?

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: They
will be, and perhaps there are other
matters which the hon. member would
like to suggest which it would he of

Will they be in
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advantage to the Government to put in
the next Speech. If he will name them
they shall have the most careful con-
gideration. I now come to the financial
question. We have heard it spoken of,
and on oune occasion this evenng in a
little hostile manner. I am speaking here
this evening not only as Miuister of Mines
and the Minister representing the Gov-
ernment in this House, but as Acting-
Premier, and I desire to state for the
information of the public that the state-
ment in the Governor’s Speech as to
the finances is an absolutely truth-
ful statement. [SEveEraL MEMBERS:
Hear, hear.] The amount of money we
have at this moment available is set
forth there. We owe no money what-
ever to any institution in Western Aus-
tralia, nor have we had any money at all
from any other institution in any part of
the world since the last loan was Hloated.
What money was obtained before that
was taken on the authority of Parliament
on Treasury Dbills; therefore I say the
statement in the Speech is the absolute
truth. There is not one peuny owing to
any financial institution ; that is our true
position to-day. What surprises me is
the fact that there is a section of the
people in the colony who will not or can-
not believe that we are not in debt to
somebody or some institution. They be-
lieve we ehould owe money to some finan-
cial institution, and apparently they mis-
trust the utterances of the Government
on finance. To strengthen what I say 1
only have to turn to the remarks of the
Hon. A. P. Matheson, who seemed to
think the Government were evading the
question. He referred to the statement
in the Speech that the Government owed
no money to any institution in Western
Australia, and he was proceeding to
say, * What about institutions somewhere
else? T desire to state now to all hon.
members that it is not the habit of the
Government. to place statements before
the colony with regard to the finances
which are not absolutely truthful and
relable, and this statement is one that
can be proved up to the hilt from the
books of the State. We have heard a
great deal about the depression. I de
not think there is much depression my-
self. It is simply this, that matters are
not as flourishing as they were. Let us
lock at the state of affars a year or 18
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months ago. Tt was not an ordinary

state of affairs : it was one which was ®
heightened by an immense amount of .
speculation and the expenditure of money.
Therefore T say our present position is '

not a depression, but the normal staie of
things, and one which we are perfectly
capable of maintaining. We are getting
down to the good properties on the gold-
fields; there are hundreds of them.
Numbers of them are paying well and
others only require development. The
way in which a lot of these properties

have been manipulated in the past so as

to rob the English investors has made
the investors lose faith and become timid.

Unfortunately, the speculators in this .
colony asked the investors in London to .

put money into properties which were
almost valueless- - I am speaking the truth
—and having been cheated and robbed
in many instances they are naturally
timid to go into those properties which
are good. Ilook to the time, which I trust
is approaching, when the mines will estab-
lish themselves by their own good results
with the payment of dividends, which is
the best recommendation of all. Then
we shall have confidence restored and
mouney will be invested in a legitimate
way, with a capital more in keeping with
the value of the mines. These are matters
which will right themselves, and o it is
possible that what appears to be depression
will lead to a lasting good in the future,
and T only hope that wili be so, and that
we shall have no more “ wild cats.”
There were some people in Victoria talking
about these “ wild cats ” in Western Aus-
tralia, and the conversation turned on
rabbits, and one man said that rabbits
would not live in Western Australia, and
on being asked why, be replied,  Because
there are so many wild cats there.” The
Hon. A. P. Matheson referred to the duties
being the cause of the high cost of living.
I must join issue as to the remark of the
hon. member on that. I donot think the
duties have anything to do with it. If
the hon. gentleman made the remark in
all seriousness, then he could have given
the matter very little consideration. If
the hon. member looks into the ques-
tion he will arrive at a very dif-
ferent conclusion. I am referring to
the hon. member rather frequently be-
cause he seemed to bave so many faults

{18 Avgusr, 1897.]

second day's debale. 3

' correct. He said nothing has Leen done

about the Mining Commission. It is nol
s0 long ago that the Government decided
tbat a DMining Commission should be
appointed, and since then I have been
taking active steps to bring the Comunis-
sion into life. When I tell the lon.
member that T had to communicate with
every warden in the colony to try and get
representative labouring men to act on
the Commission, he will see that it has
taken a considerable time. The Govern-
ment proposed that the Commission should
be representative of leaseholders, capital-
ists, mercantile men, labouring men and
prospectors. There are to be 14 repre-
gentatives on the Commission in all
Erverything has now been arranged, all the
names are now in, and the Comnission
will be signed to-morrow or the next
day, and gazetted on Friday. The Hon.
H. G. Parsons, in his speech the other
day, referred to the question of security
of tenwe and to the labour con-
ditions. It will be very pleasing to him
to know that all these matters will be
taken into consideration by the Mining
Commission. It is to be a practical
Mining Cominission, not made up of only
members of Parliament, but of men who
thoroughly understand the business inall
its branches. The mining manager, the
capitalist, the working miner, the mer-
cantile man and the prospector, will be
represented. There is nothing to stop
the public or Parliament from having a
thorough Parliamentary Mining Comnis-
sion. Hon. members can, if they choose,
appoint a select committee to consider the
report when it comes up from the Mining
Commisgion. The fact of there being a
practical Commission need not prevent a
political one from being formed. I think
this will meet the wish of all parties.
The Government want to get the opinions
and the advice of all those who are
actually engaged in working the industry ;
not those who have a theory about it or
those who would vote on a Mining Com-
mission to plense some sections of the
people, but of those who know about gold-
mining, and who have the pluck, I was
going to say, or the confidence to say what
they want and vote for it. Then we
shall have a practical mining report, and
Parlinment can please itself by adopting
it or by introducing its principles in an

to find, and I wish to show him he is not | amending Mining Bill or perhaps in a
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new Bill  Another matter is that of
public batteries. There has been a good
deal of correspondence in the Press about
public batteries on the goldfields, and
statements had been made that Sir John
Forrest, in his speech at Buubury, re-
ferred to them in a different manner from
that in which I had referred to them. I
do not know how the right hon. gentle-
man referred to them, but I am of
opinion that he referred to them in the
same way I did. The matter originated
in a request made by myself, as Min-
ister of Mines, that £20,000 should
be set aside for the purpose of baving six
or eight ton batteries placed in that
portion of the eolony where good reefs
had been found, but which were so far
removed from erushing plant of any kind
that the owners could not determiue if
the reefs contained payable gold. It
would be of advantage to the colony if 20
tons or so of this stuff could be crushed
to test its value. If the returns were good,
then the owners could erect a battery
for themselves and form a company.
That was my idea. If Sir John Forrest
advocates the erection of public batteries
in every quarter, it would be the ruin of
any Government to do it without the
express permission of Parliament. That
is what that right honourable gentleman
was credited with having advocated. A
20-head battery costs about £20,000.
Every centre would consider itself equally
entitled with every other to one, and it
would amount to a very large expense
indead. I am not going to say whether
it would pay or not, or whether it would
be a proper policy. That is one of the
questions which will be considered by the
Mining Commission, but the day the
Government atiempt to deal with public
batteries on their own responsibility will
be a Lad day for them. I have been told
by some that unless the (tovernment do
establish these batteries at certain places
these particular localities will go down.
You will see the difficulty in which the
Government are placed, and we there-
fore hail the approach of this Com-
mission to enable us to arrive at some
satisfactory conclusion, and to find out
how far we can proceed with a policy so
far-reaching in its effects. The Hon. J.
H. Taylor, in his admirable speech, said
there had been some difficulty about the
carriage of ore, and that the probability
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was that for some months to come people
would cease to ship ore for smelting pur
poses, and that the returns would Ix
reduced accordingly. He said it seemec
a small thing to the Railway Department
whether it could carry ore at a price tha
would pay or not, but it was a very grea
thing from the point of view of the pro.
duction of gold. I had no idea that
carriage of ore had assumed the large
dimensions pointed out by the hon. mem.
ber in his speech. If it is a fact that the
owners of ore have desisted from for
warding their ore on this account, 2
comparatively small matter in relatior
to the farreaching results of having
gold returns, then it requires looking
after carefully. T shall make it my
business to look into this matter very
carefully, for the reasons must be ver
strong and the grounds very good i«
justify us in putting obstacles in the waj
of the working of the goldfields. Al
will admit that the future of the colony
depends in a very great degree on th
successful working of the goldfields. T
is plainly our duty then to put ever;
encouragement in the way of the develop
ment of the goldfields. I hope the de
liberations of the House will be carriec
out as satisfactorily in the future as the
have been in the past. With the exceptior
of a few weeks last session there neve
has been a party in this House. And 1
18 both wise and proper that in a Hous
like this, designed for certain purposes
there should e an absence of party. The
Assembly represents the people of thi:
country, and it is they, as a rule, whe
introduce legislation. It is for us to stay
hasty legislation and to see that the
measures placed before the House have
that careful consideration which the;
should have. Tt would, therefore, be an un
fortunate day for the colony if the Uppa
House, which should approach ever)
question dispassionately and without pre
judice, were to break up into parties. .
trusgt, therefore, that the deliberations o
this House, and the consideration it give:
to the measures that are brought before it
will be ag unprejudicedin thefutureas the
have been in the past. [Ax Hox. MenBER
(live us proper time to deliberate.
You should have as much time to de
liberate as you can possibly wish. I haw
endeavoured in the past to please hon
members in every way. I have only t
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say, In conelusion, how much I appreciate

the
Hon. A. B. Kidson in connection with
myself. The time that Sir John Forrest
has been away has been a very busy
pericd. There has been a great deal of
work to do, and the difficulty has been
considerably enhanced by having both
the Mines Department and the Premier's
Department to look after; but itis satis-
factory to learn that satisfaction has been
given to the country, and in acknowledg-
ing the hon. member’s kind remarks, I
may say that I deeply appreciate them,
and I trust I may long continue to de-
serve them. I have mnch pleasure in
supporting the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I wish to
make a personal explanation with refer-
ence to the remarks that fell from the
Minister of Mines. I refer to my state-
ment about the revenue. Of course the
Governor's Speech very carefully stated
that the Government were not indebted to
any of the financial institutions of the
colony, but it left open the assumption
that they might be indebted to financial
institutions outside the colony. I quite
unreservedly accept the hon. Minister’s
explanation.

Motion (for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply) put and passed unani-
mously.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: I move
that the House, at its rising, do adjourn
till 7-30 to-morrow evening. I would like
to explain that 430 p.m. would, in the
natural sequence of things, be the time
for our meeting ; but I understand that it
is the desire of the City Council to show
their appreciation of Sir John Forrest's
recent services in England by giving him
a reception to-morrow afternoon, and

kind remarks that fell from the |
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therefore they have asked hon. members .

of this House to be present.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at
815 pm.
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Business Days and Hours—Precedence of Government
Business — Sessionnl Commitices Appeinted —
Motion: Government House Ball Room Ezpendi-
ture—Pergona) Esxplanation—Motion: Address-in.
Reply ; second day's debate—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PraYERS.

BUSINESS DAYS AWND HOURS.

On the motion of the ATrorNEY
GENERaL, the following sessional order
was made:—That the House, wunless
otherwise ordered, shall meet for the de-
spatch of business on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 430 p.m. and
shall sit until 6:30 p.m., if necessary; and,
if requisite, from 7-30 p.m. onwards.

PRECEDENCE OF GOVERNMENT
BUSINESS.

On the motion of the ArrornEy
GENERAL, the following sessional order
was made:-— That on Tuesdays and
Thursdays Government business shall
take precedence of all Motions and Orders
of the Day.

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES.

On motions by the ATTORFEY JENERAL,
the following committees were appointed
as standing committees for the session:—

Stanpive Orpers CoMMITTEE.—Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Burt, and the Chair-
man of Committees, with leave to
sit during any adjournment, and with
authority to confer upon subjects of
mutual concernment with any committee
appointed for similar purposes by the
Legislative Council.

Lisrary Commirree.~—Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Burt, and Mr. Harper; also (on
smendment moved by Mr. James) Mr.
Simpson and Mr, Illingworth ; with leave
to sit during any adjournment, and dur-

- ing the recess, and with authority to act

jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Council.

PrivTive Comurrree.—Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Piesse and the Chairman of Com-



